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Effect of Surface Modification of Nanosilica on the
Viscoelastic Properties of Its Polystyrene Nanocomposite

M. Mortezaei, M.H. Navid Famili*, and M. Kokabi
Polymer Engineering Group, Faculty of Engineering, Tarbiat Modares University,
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Abstract

The preparation and characterization of the vinyltriethoxysilane-modified silica nanoparticles were
investigated. Also the surface tension of polystyrene, native (hydrophilic) silica and silane-modified
(hydrophobic) silica were determined. Two kinds of polystyrene/silica (treated and non-treated)
nanocomposites were prepared with different filler loadings by solution method. Their viscoelastic
properties were studied by dynamic stress controlled rotary shear rheometer. Solid-like response of
polystyrene/native silica nanocomposites were observed in the terminal zone. Solid inclusions
increase the storage modulus more than the loss modulus, hence decrease the material damping. By
increasing filler volume fraction, the particles tend to agglomerate and build clusters. The presence
of clusters increases the viscosity, the moduli and the viscoelastic non-linearity of the composites.
Treating the filler surface reduces its tendency to agglomerate as well as the adhesion between the
particles and the polystyrene, leading to lower viscosity and interfacial slippage. Also the loss mod-
ulus peak is affected significantly by the particle surface area and its surface property in silica-filled
polystyrene, which corresponds to its glass transition.
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