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Synthesis and Characterization of Organic-Inorganic
Polyacrylate-Silica Nanocomposites

M. Ganjaiee Sari!, M. Mohsenil, Y. Aghilil, A. Mohajerani? and S. Moradian!
1. Amirkabir University, P.O. Box: 15875/4413, Tehran, Iran
2. Shahid Beheshti Univesity, Postal Code: 1983963113, Tehran, Iran

In this article, hybrid organic-inorganic materials were prepared by free radical copolymerization of
2-hydroxyethyl methacrylate (HEMA) and 3-methacryloxy-propyltrimethoxysilane (MPTMS) via
sol-gel process. The methoxysilane-containing copolymer precursors were synthesized at different
compositions. These copolymer precursors were then hydrolyzed and condensed to produce
PHEMA-SiO, nanocomposites. The samples were characterized by FTIR spectra and TGA thermo-
grams. Optical properties and hardness were measured by visible spectroscopy and Shore D, respec-
tively. Morphological characteristics were investigated with SEM images and finally the formation
and distribution of nano SiO, particles were characterized by AFM images. FTIR spectra showed the
formation of silica bonds (Si-O-Si) and TGA thermograms showed high thermal resistance up to
340°C for hybrid samples. Also samples possessed very good transparency in visible wavelength
range. Microscopical images showed the existence and suitable distribution of nano silica particles.
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The Effect of Leather Fiber upon Vulcanization
Characteristics and Physical-Mechanical Properties
of Elastomeric Compounds
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Abstract

In this work, leather fibers were employed as a component of elastomeric compounds based on NBR,
CR and EPDM and studied were made on their effects upon curing characteristics and mechanical
properties of the prepared compounds. Evaluation of curing characteristics of the compounds
demonstrated that leather fibers have no considerable effect on initial viscosity and curing time of
the compounds. The study of mechanical properties of the vulcanized compounds showed that inclu-
sion of leather fibers leads to increasing of tensile strength in NBR based compound due to compat-
leather fibers, compound, | ibility between NBR and leather fibers. It is also found that increase in tensile strength in NBR com-
elasiomer, wulcanization, . pounds depends on the curing system of the compounds. The results of this work showed consider-
mechanical properfies | 1)|c increase in hardness for all of the prepared compounds. Abrasion resistance and resilience of
the compounds were also measured and reported.
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